Granulomatous facial reaction to injected cosmetic fillers--a presentation of five cases.
The use of substances to augment soft tissues as aesthetic purpose is associated with, among other undesirable effects, the appearance of foreign body granulomas. The improvements made to these substances have reduced the incidence of adverse reactions, but not eliminated them. We present five cases of foreign body reactions to three different products, dimethylpolysiloxane (silicone), bovine collagen, and polylactic acid, which were injected into the subcutaneous cellular tissue of the patients (all five were women), between two and sixteen years before the appearance of the foreign body reaction. All five presented painless, diffuse facial tumefaction, of firm, elastic consistency. The magnetic resonance image (MRI) studies showed signs of intense inflammatory reaction in the affected areas. The histology revealed the presence of foreign body granulomas with giant multi-nucleated cells. The patients were treated with systemically administered corticoids, except in one case which did not require pharmacological treatment.